
COLUMBIA METROPOLITAN AIRPORT
AND

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

LETTER OF AGREEMENT

EFFECTIVE - August 11, 2010

SUBJECT: SEVERE WEATHER NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES

1. Purpose: This agreement between the National Weather Service (NWS) and the
Columbia Metropolitan Airport prescribes procedures to be used for notification of
severe weather conditions which may affect operations at the Columbia Metropolitan
Airport.

2. Reference: Columbia Metropolitan Airport Emergency Plan dated March 22.
2007. and all subsequent changes.

3. Amendment: This letter amends the Letter of Agreement dated January 4, 2001
regarding notification of severe weather conditions.

4. Definitions:

• Tornado Watch - Means conditions are favorable for tornadoes to develop or
move into the watch area. Watches are intended to heighten public awareness of
the possible severe weather threat.

• Tornado Warning - Means a tornado poses an imminent danger to life and
property to those in the path of the storm. When a tornado is indicated by
weather radar, or is reported by trained SKYWARN Severe Weather Spotters or
law enforcement officials, a warning is issued immediately.

• Severe Thunderstorm Watch - Means conditions are favorable for thunderstorms·
to become severe or severe thunderstorms to move into the watch area.
Watches are intended to heighten public awareness of the possible severe
weather threat.

• Severe Thunderstorm Warning -Means a severe thunderstorm poses an
imminent danger to life and property to those in the P9th of the_storm. When
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